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TELEPHONE: MUSEUM 3815 (6 LINES). 






TELEGRAMS: ZIONIBURO, LONDON." 77 
. 


EAT RUSSELL STREET, 


ms 


25 JAN 1943 





CopDeEs: BENTLEY'S ano MOSSE’'S. 






In reply please address the Secretary: 


and quote the following Reference No.: 


Alan Walker, Esa., 


The Foreign Office, 20th January 1943. 
Se We a 


Dear Alan, 

Here is the aide memoire which I men- 
tioned to you on the telephone. As I have to 
rush even this chit will merely be initialled on 


the typewriter by my secretary. 


Yours, 





a er Pe Se ed eo et es iy 


Tos Professor Namier 
From: Je Linton. 


AIDE MEMOIRE 


1) MR. RICHARD LICHTHEIM: I attach a copy of a cable from Mr. Lichtheim 
dated I8th January. In view of the fact that Mr. Lichtheim is now isolated 
and can only maintain contacts by cable, it is all the more necessary that 
he should be recommended to the good offices and protection of the British 
Legation in Berne. It would be useful if he could send occasional material 
about conditions in occupied Europe through the Legation, and could be given 
whatever official assistance can properly be extended to him as and when oc- 
easion may arise. 


2) SWEDEN: No reply has so far been received to our letter of January 
5th about our intention to send Mr. Adler Rudel to Sweden. Disquieting news 
about the situation in Demmark was published yesterday. It would therefore 
seem advisable that Mr. Adler+Rudel should leave as soon as possible, and no 
arrangements can be made until a favourable reply is received from the 
Foreign Office. 


3) BULGARIA etc. We have heard from Mr. Barlas that the British Embassy 
in Ankara has been asked (on January 5th) to postpone action regarding the 
5000 certificates pending further instructions. In the meantime, Mr. Barlas 
has had a preliminary talk of a favourable character with the Turkish au- 
thorities regarding transit visas. He mentions in a cable the procedure 

for granting identification papers and Palestine visas, asking that it should 
be simplified. The procedure suggested is that the Swiss Consuls should be 
authorieed to grant identification papers and visas to persons to whom Pales- 
tine immigration certificates have been allotted. This would enable the 
holders to obtain Turkish transit visas locally, without reference back to 
the British Passport Control Office at Istanbul and to the Turkish Forsign 
Office in Ankmra. I have written on both points to Mr. Boyd. 


In a cable from Jerusalem it is suggested that the postponement of 
action by the British Embassy might be due to the negotiations pending with 
regard to transport. It would seem desirable that the questions of ob- 
taining visas and transit facilities should be dealt with separately, so 
that negotiations on one should not hold up negotiations on the other. 


Jele 


London, 
20 el 243 e 





COPY OF CABLE FROM LICHTHEIM GENEVA 18.41.43. 


ELT LINTON JEWISH AGENCY 77 GREAT RUSSELL STREET LONDON 


INTRODUCTION DEFINITELY NOT RECEIVED PERHAPS SENT BY DESPATCH AND NOT 


ARRIVED OWING EVENTS FRANCE STOP THEY HAVE NOW CABLED LONDON ASKING 
REPEAT BY CABLE ANY WRITTEN INSTRUCTIONS PREVIOUSLY SENT THIS SUBJECT 
STOP PLEASE ARRANGE THAT NEW INSTRUCTIONS ARE CABLED WITHOUT DELAY 


RICHARD LICHTHEIM. 
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oe FOREIGN OFFICE, S.W.1e 


(W 1315/1315/48) 80th January, 1945. 
of) Lea/ M440, 


Thank you for your letter of the 20th January 
enclosing an aide memoire by Mr. Linton. I will 
take the three items in order:- 


1). MR. RICHARD LICHTHEIM: As I told you a few 
days : reakdown in the | 

ein Fp the letter which we addressed to 
our Minister at Berne last November never reached | 
him, with the result which you know. We have now 
telegraphed (on the 22nd January to be precise) 
asking Mr. Norton to do what he can to help 

Mr. Lichtheim. | 


S The Agency's wish to send Mr. Adler 
to < n has been put up by us to the 

oumpetent Daparteonts who have Be Bay note of it, 

but the usual formal application for an exit permit 

should be made by him,orty the Agency on his behalf. 


SULGARIA: Mr. Barlas appears to have been 
Embassy have been in touch with the 
a unk tahyGotetnnent.and conversations have so far 
proceedéd) gatisfactority (this is confidential 
for the present). 


I mote that Mr. Linton has written to Mr. Boyd 
in the Golonial Office in regard to certain 
' susgestions about simplifying the grant f 
Turkish traneit vicar. 


ee Arse 
Professor Namier, 


Jewish Agency for Palestine, 
"e areas Russell Street, 
e ele 
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Norton. 
refers to his telegram 10.4709 of 19th December, - 
1942 © 12758/61/18). Reports that Dr, Lichthein has 


informed higk that a despatch has been sent, introducing 


him to Mp, Norton in his capacity of repre sentative 


lof the Jewish Agency for Palestine in Geneva. The 


introduction may also cover Dr. Reigner. Has received 
no such letter or despatch. If such in&étructions have 


been issued, requests a summary by telegram. 
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[ CYPHER] 





FROM BERNE TO FOREIGN OFFICE. 


Mir. Norton, D 8.26 p.m, 15th January, 1945. 
No. 254, 


15th January, 1943.R. 6.20 a.m., 16th January, 1943. 


09595 
ah 


Py Lal 
a 


letter or despatch introducing him to me in his 
capacity of representative of the Jewish Agency for 
Palestine in Geneva. After arrival of this document 
he is to visit me and submit certain proposals. 
Introduction may also cover Dr. Gerhard Riegner. 


I have received no such letter or despatch. 
As you are aware, no written correspondence from the 
Foreign Office of later date than October 28th 1942 
has reached me. If therefore instructions of the 
nature indicated have in fact been issued, 1 should 
be grateful for a summary by telegram, 
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C. 635748/62— 

[ CYPHER ] DEPARTMENTAL NO.1. 
FROM FOREIGN OFFICE TO BERNE 

NO. 296. D, 3.20 pom. 22nd January, 1943, 


22nd January, 194.3. 


& & & 


Your telegram No, 23) [of the 15th January: introduction for 
Dr. Lichthein], 


Letter to you from Mr. A.W.G. Randall was despatched 
12th November, It was to the effect that , aS Lichthein is Jewish 
Agency representative, you should afford him such assistance as you 
properly can, Riegner is World Jewish Congress representative, 


[OTP] 
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Regis : : Report of Richard Lichtheim. 
Number 2700/1351 

700/1315/4 Transmits text of Geneva telegram No.36 of 
TELEGRAM FROM 12th February with message from Lichtheim for 

Mr. Norton, Berne. Westminster Jewish Agency for Palestine with report 
No. 758 on his activities. 


Dated 13th Feb. 1943 
Received 


in Registry 15th Feb. 194 
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ssistance in Turkey for refugees escaping from 
Nazi territory. 





Regisiry W. 3042/1315/48 
Number | 


FRGMbDbi Schonfeld 
to Mre Millard. 


No. VNM/S/P 


Refers to Foreign Office letter of 1th 
February (W 3041/49/48). Knquires whether Foreign 
Office would permit his departure for Turkey in 
order to intiate there, schemes of assistance for 
Dated1 8th Feb., refugees escaping from Nazi territory. 
Received 22nd Feb., 


in Regisiry { 194.3 


W: Refugees 
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we 
COMMITTEE FOR RESCUING VICTIMS OF NAZI MASSACRES ‘’ 


86, AMHURST PARK, 
LONDON, N.16. 


VNM/S/P 18th 


G.E. Millard Esq., 
Private Secretary to the 
Foreign Secretary, 
Foreign Office, 


S.Wele | : - FEB 1943 | 


Deer Mr. Millard, 





Many thanks for your letter of the 14th 
instant. I am fully aware of the Horeign Secretary's 
activities in this matter and I should now like to submit 
the following suggestion for consideration. 





On behalf of the Federation of Jewish 
Relief Organisations and the Chief Rabbi's Religious 
Emergency Council, I am prepared to travel to Turkey in 
order to initiate therschemes of assistance for refugees 
escaping from Nazi territory. 


- “A considerable amount of funds is already 
available in this country, to finance the relief work and 
organisation which might be undertaken in the first 
instance. 


I should like to know whether se 
Foreign Office would permit the undertaking of such a 
voluntary mission. 


I fully appreciate the difficulty of 
getting all the United Nations to agree immediately to the 
appointment of official representatives in this connection, 
but it is felt that, with opinion in and outside the House 
being so strong, facilities might be given for such an 
enterprise which could be undertaken by voluntary bodies. 


I should be glad to call upon the Foreign 
Secretary or his representative to discuss the project. 


Yours sincerel 


rire 


(Rabbi Dr. S. Schionfeld). 
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Regisiry Activities of Mr. Barleas in Turkeys 

Numer ob 37 /13515/ 48 Details activities in Turkey of Wir. Barlas who has 

FROM sent a cable asking that His esate he Government be 
; approached with a view to obtaining r.R.0. flag for 


Mr Linton 
Jewish Agency for 
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steamers conveying ehildren from Turkey 
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ON Te par nena MI3DION sig 4 ¢ 
THE JEWISH AGENCY FOR PALESTINE. —— 


- 








TELEPHONE: MUSEUM 3815 (6 LINES). 


TELEGRAMS: “ZIONIBURO, LONDON.” 77, GREAT RUSSELL STREET, 


Cones: BENTLEY'S ann MOSSE'S. LONDON, W.C.1. 








In reply please address the Secretary: 


and quote the following Reference No. : 





A.W.G. Randall, Esq., 
Foreign Office, 


Whitehall, S.W.1. . 25 SFR jt 


Jim fl. Pp ttaaciseyy Beatin ee . = 


Mr. Barlas, our representative in Turkey, is now engaged in 
trying to make transportation arrangements for the children from the 
Balkans. As you know, the Colonial Office has already agreed to the 
allocation of 4000 certificates to Bulgaria, and is consulting the 
Palestine Government regarding our request for an additional 2000 cer- 
tificates for Roumania, and 1000 for Hungary and Slovakia. We hope 
that the first evacuation scheme will comprise some 5000 children, of 
whom 2000 will be from Bulgaria (leaving the remaining 2000 certifi- 
cates for that country for the next scheme), 2000 from Roumania, and 
1000 from Hungary and Slovakia. : 


The difficulty is that if we have to rely on existing rail- 
way facilities, only a few hundreds monthly will be able to travel 
overland via Turkey. There are only two trains a week, and places 
on them are eimummigby limited. Mr. Barlas is therefore negotiating 
for additional transport by means of local steamers, and has cabled 
us as follows: 


"Negotiating regarding transport by local steamers. Necessary 
intervene regarding InterCroixRouge flag. Understand ques- 
tion will be considered favourably if asked for by London 
through Protecting Power. Suggest approach Government accor- 
dingly. Wire." 


We should be very grateful if the Swiss Government, as the Protecting 


Power, could be asked to approach the International Red Cross regard- 
ing the use of the I.R.C. flag for steamers conveying these children. 


oom 
agar 
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Mr. Boyd, : 


Colonial Office. 








FOREIGN OFFICE, S.W.1. 


Pepeuary, 1945. 


Dear Boyd, 

I send you herewith a covy of a 
letter from the Jewish Agency suggesting 
that we should arrange through the Swiss 
Government and International Red Cross for 
a safe-conduct for steamers to take the 
Jewish children from the Balkans to Pales- 
tine. It is quite correct, as Linton 
says, that if we rely on present railway 
facilities through Turkey the rate of 
removal of these children will be small, 
and if we wish the Turks to speed it up 
it is certain that there will be a counter 
claim for rollingestock and coal. But 
the question of safe-conducts for “local 
steamers” is one of some difficulty. I¢ 

is Seth, . 
that the said steamers are 
Roumanian, and I should have thought it 
very doubtful whether the Germans, in view 
of the naval situation in the Balck Sea, 


would permit any sea-worthy boats to be 






used/ 


used for the purpose in question. ( Then 
again.it would certainly be a new departure 
for the International Red Cross to arrange 
safe-conducts and cover with its flag at 
our request vessels belonging to an enemy. 
Power, (afr ft Ns tetrt oc 
Before enquiring in Istanbul ahout the 
availability of the steamers, their 
nationality and sea-worthiness, we should 
or Cer ~ hte 


be glad to know what the Colonial Office 


view is of the Jewish ee in 
Y 
general. Nea meth See rt 


AL. Cr Kempe 





th 


IN THIS MARGIN. 


NOTHING TO BE WRITTEN 

















File Number :— 


W [31s 


GENERAL. 
S| 
J % oA OF 








Rega try 

Number 370 8/1215/48 

FROM Colonial Office — 
‘communicated) 


No. 
Dated ) 
Received 


in Registry | ath Mar. 19436 


W : Refugees 


! a 


WY 4/ 


- 
3 
S 
4 
‘3 


GENERAL [( 
2 





Visit of Mr. Kaplan toIstanbul. 


Transmits copy of Palestine telegram No. 256 
of 28th Fepruary transmitting request from Jewish 
agencies that Mr. Kaolan, who is visiting Turkey, 
may be afforded help by His Majesty s Ambassador, 
Angora, in case of need. 
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FROM PALESTINE (Siz H. MacMichael) 


TO S, OF 5., COLONIES, 


Ds 28th February, 19423, 
R. ist March, 1943, 01.40 hrs. 





‘No, 266 Confidential. 


Addressed to 8. of &. 
Repeated to Angora No. 9. 


Jewish agencies are sending Kaplan their 
treasurer to Istanbul on 28th February for about 2 
weeks to explore in consultation with agency’s local 
representative possibilities of transit through and 
transportation from Turkey of Jewish children plus the 
asreead proportion of adults from the Balkan territories, 
Agency's Istenbul representative is in touch with the 
British Passport Control Officer but they ask that 
elie AMbassador Angora may be requested to afford 
Kaplan assistance in case of need, 


Qe i have no objection but I do not wish to 
cause embarrassment to H,M. Ambassador (compare Vitelei's 
doing in Baghdad) and have thought it dest to transmit 
request through you, 








Copies sent to:— 


Foreien Office - Mr, A.W.G, Randall, 
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Establishment of a Palestine Office in Turkey. 


Registry — q 
Number | W 381,.6/ 1415/48 
FROM Mr, Linton 
(Jewish Agency for 
Pale st ine | toMr. Randal 


Requests Foreign Office support for the 
suggestion that a Palestine Office be ests lished 
in Turkey. 

Copied Mr.Clark, Colonial Office. 

Dated. th March 
Received , 6th March 
in Registry 194.4 
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*@ | Snead men niion 
THE JEWISH AGENCY FOR 








W 3646! 


USSELL STREET. 


TELEPHONE: MUSEUM 3815 (6 LINES). 


——_ 


TELEGRAMS: “ZIONIBURO, LONDON.” 77. GREAT 


4 
Coves: BENTLEY'S anon MOSSE'S, 

| 6 th 

—— pw _ 


4th March, 1943. 


“LONDON, W.C.1. 


In reply please address the Secretary: 


and quote the following Reference No.: 





A.W.G. Randall, Esq., 
Foreign: Office, 
Whitehall, S.W.1l. 


Rew. 0Mardee 


The Director of our Immicration Department in Jerusalem, Mr. Chaim 
Barlas, has discussed with H.M. Ambassador in Ankara the question of estab- 
lishing a Palestine Office of the Jewish Agency in Turkey. 


Palestine Offices, having the task of registering Jews who desired 
to emigrate to Palestine, of allocating immigration certificates, and of 
making arrangements for travel to Palestine, were established by the Jewish 
Agency in most Jewish centres from which there was substantial emigration - 
@ege Warsaw, Berlin, etc., as well as in the ports from which emigrants 
embarked, e.g. Trieste, Constanza. It is only since Italy entered the war, 
and France was over-run, that Turkey has become important as a country of 
transit for Palestine immigrants. Mr. Goldin, formerly one of the chief 
officials in the Trieste Palestine Office, has been in Istanbul for some 
time past, and Mr. Barlas has paid a number of visits there of some weeks' 
duration each. So far as we can gather, the work of Mr. Goldin and Mr. 
Barlas has so far been done from their hotels, and I suppose will have been 
more or less private in character, though they have contacts with the Turkish 
authorities, and have negotiated for the transit of certificate-holders. But 
hitherto the flow of immigrants has been relatively small and intermittent. 
Now, however, it seems likely to assume fairly large proportions. At the 
present moment, negotiations are proceeding for some 5000 children, and it 
is hoped that. if transport difficulties can be overcome, further batches of 
children, with accompanying adults, can be saved. 


Whether all, or only a portion, of these refugees can actually travel 
overland via Turkey, the arrangements for all refugees from this part of the 
world will have to be made in Turkey. For this reason it would be most use- 
ful if a Palestine Office could be established there. It would greatly faci- 
litate the day-to-day work to have a permanent office and a permanent ey 

on 





on the spot. 


We should be very grateful, therefore, if the Foreign Office could 
support the suggestion for the establishment of such an office, ami would 
advise H.M. Ambassador in Ankara to do what he can vis-a-vis the Turkish 


authorities to help in its establishment. : 
YL CAP Sa 


TE tan Lon, 
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P.Se i have spoken to Mr. Clark of the Colonial Office about this, and am 
sending hima copy of this letter. 
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Mr. Linton, 
Jewish Agency for] Dear Mr. Linton, 
Palestine. 
Please refer to your letter of 


March 4th regarding the establishment of a 
(from Mr. Randall) 

Palestine Office of the Jewish Agency in 

Turkey. 


We have asked H.M. Ambassador in 


IN THIS MARGIN. 


Angora to give any assistance he may need 
to Mr. Kaplan, and we are in consultation 
with him about the establishment of a 


Palestine Office of the Jewish Agency in 


Turkey waAw An world fear wih q 


ernrevnAn Vitis Wr tem (3 
Olin ud tore ee betes 


/(Signed) A.W.G. RANDALL/ 


Am. 
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FOREIGN OFFICE, S.W.1. 
Despatched 4 [oP M. 


/Iy_©Mareh, 1943. 


Jewish Agency inform me that their 
Mr. Barlas has discussed with you question 
of establishing Palestine Office in Turkey. 
Should emigration to Palestine from South- 

; H.Mm>-G. 
Eastern Europe eevetep eee an Office, 
similar to those which Jewish Agency 
maintained in Warsaw and Berlin, etc., 
would be an advantage. I should be 
grateful, therefore, if you could give any 
assistance you consider possible jm=_,regexrd 
in fee 

to Jewish manner) Xerreee’ to Turkish 
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Authorities. 











NOTHING TO BE WRITTEN IN THIS MARGIN. 














OUTWARD TELEGRAM 


We 3846/1 315/28 
[CYPHER] DEPARTMENTAL NO,.2. 
FROM FOREIGN OFFICE TO ANGORA 


NO. 366 D. 9.15 pom. 12th Mareh, 1913, 
12th Mareh, 1923, 
& & é 


Jewish Agency inform me that their Mr, Barlas has discussed 
with you question of establishing Palestine Office in Turkey, 
Should emigration to Palestine from South-Zastern urepe develop 
along lines contemplated by His Majesty's Government such an 
Office, similar to these which Jewish Agency maintained in 
Warsaw and Berlin, etc., would be an advantage, I should be 
grateful, therefore, if you could give any assistance yeu consider 
pessible to Jewish Agency in their approach to Turkish authorities, 
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Schonfeld connexion 





Proposed activities of Rabbi schonfeld in Turkey. 
Fransmits memorandum on proposed activities in 


with his mission to Turkey. Encloses also 
copy of the wii aaa Parliamentary Notice issued by 
Committee for Rescuing Victims of Nazi Massscres, 
and requests an interview to discuss this matter 
further. 
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VNM/S/P : - 6th March, 1943 


ee 
he We Ge Randall, ESQe; 
Foreign Office, 
Se We le 


Dear Mr. Randall, 


As agreed over the telephone, and with 
further reference to my correspondence with Mr. Eden and 
his Private Secretary, Mr. GE. Millard, I beg to 
submit a short memorandum on the proposed activities in 
connection with my missiyon to Turkey. 


I thank you for your kind promise to go 
into this matter and look forward to hearing from you 
as soon as ever possible. 


We shall be glad to defray any 
expenses involved in connection with a cabled enquiry, 
as the question is, as you no doubt know, more than 
pressing. 


I also venture to enclose copy of the 
second Parliamentary Notice issued by us in connection 


with this work. As soon as you are ready I shall be 
glad to call upon you to discuss this matter further. 


Yours eee tnene 
5 fore er Lh fle/ 


(Rabbi Dr. S. Schonfeld). 











Telephone: STAMFORD HILL 1646. 





COMMITTEE FOR RESCUING VICTIMS OF NAZI MASSAGRES 


WM/SS/BL 86, AMHURST PARK. 
LONDON, N.16. 
Memorandum on preposed Mission to Turkey. 


le Scope of Work. In the Parliamentary work undertaken by this Committee ,which 
resulted in the Motion at present on the papers of the House of Commons, supported 
by 270 MP's, and that being proposed by the Archbishop of Canterbury in the House 


of Lords, all controversial matters were rigidly excluded. Efforts were concen- 





trated on pure and practicable resaue work. Thus,it is realised that admission of 
escapees to Palestine is a problem apart, being dealt with by the Jewish Agency for 
Palestine. Our proposals were:s- | 
a) The admission of refugees to neighbouring nautral comtries, as persons 
in transit; 
b) The provision of financial gueranteesto cower the maintenance of such 
refugees during their stay in neutral countries; 


fF 
c) The provision, an ultimate destination to such refugees. 


Ze Finances. ‘the Joint Jewish Relief Appeal, headed by Viscount Cebil and 
supported by the “hief Rabbi, raised an initial sum to cover the costs of bhe 
. first stages of relief andr es cue worke The Federatjon of Jewish Relief 
Orgenisations (incorporating the Polish Jewish Refugee Fund) and the Chief Rabbi's 
R ligous tmergency Council are making their resources available for this type of 
worke Associated bodies in the Dominions and the U.S.A. are similarly ready to 


devote monies to these purposes. 














Gon 


a). Relief for those refugees alrady there, both those whose stay is 


3e Relief Activities in Turkeye 


known, as well as others; 

b). Regularisingithe stay of refugees already there, by providing financial 
guarantees for their maintenance, 

C)e Sankantine Turkish Red Crescent to enlist their cooperation in helping 


escapees, and in controlling their bona fides. 





4¢ Admission of further numbers to Turkey. It is hoped that by laying before 
the turkish authorities the plans { or maintaining and ultimately rpemigrating 


refugees escaping from Nazi massacres, that they will agree to a more liberal 
policy, without deviating from their adopted principle of admitting persons 


only in transit. 


It is proposed to put at the disposal of the Turkish Govermment an 
ample sum to guarantee the maintenance of all such refugees, and to point out 


to them the various possibilities for ultimate re-settlement. 


Se Places of Refuge 
a) Abyssinia. It is hoped te obtain the cooperation of the Abpgsinian 


authorities by declaring their readiness to provide a place of refuge for a 
number of refugees. 

b) Egypt, might also be prepared to offer temporary sanctuarye 

co) Visas of destination could also be obtained from some South Ameriean 


Statese 








oe 


29th January, 1945. 


ADJOURNED DISCUSSION OF ACTION PROPOSED TO BE TAKEN IN CONNECTION 
———“TITH THE WASSACRE OF JEWISH AND OTHER VICTIMS. 


WV Sa ; ° 





A Private meeting of Members of both Houses of Parliament will 
be held in Gommittee Room 12 of the House of Commons (taken in the name 


of Prof.A.Vinais, Sehsey Mere) ednesday, of ebruar 1943 at 4pm. 


‘Le * on 


1. To hear a short statement on the deputation to Ministers on Thursday, 
28th January. 


2. To continue the discussion adjourned from 27th January on the 
poe ss to table a Motion in both Houses; and if agreed to cons 
he terms of the Motion (See Note A.) 


S. Any other business. 


ro- 
der 


NOTES. 


(A) The draft motion submitted to but not discussed at the meeting on the 
27th January was:- 


That in view of the massacres and starvation of Jews and others in 
enemy and enemy-occupied countries, this House asks H.M. Government, 
following the United Nations Declaration read to both Houses of 
Parliament on 17th December, 1942, and in consultation with the 
Dominion Governments and the Government of India, to declare its 
readiness to find temporary refuge in its own territories or in 
territories under its control for endangered persons who are able 
to leave those countries; to appeal to the Governments of 
countries bordering on enemy and enemy-occupied countries to allow 
temporary asylum and transit facilities for such persons; %o offer 
to those Governments, so far as practicable, such help as may be 
needed to facilitate their co-operation; and to invite the other 
Allied Governments to consider similar action. 


The following alternative is suggested for consideration:- 


That this House desires to assure His meager? Government of its 
fullest support for immediate measures, in the largest and most 
generous scale, compatible with tue requirements of military 
operations and security, for iproviding help and temporary asylum 
to persons in danger of massacre who are able to leave enemy and 
enemy-occupied countries. 

(B) Professor Hill would be glad to know, as soon as possible before the 
meeting, the opinion of Members who are unable to be present. 

(C) The signatories of the invitation to the meeting on 27th January 
were as follows:- | 


SIGNED: : 


LORDS. COMMONS. 
William Cantuar David Adams David R. Grenfell Gorenwy Owen 
C.G. Ammon S.S. Hammersley D.N. Pritt 
Cyril Ebor Vernon Bartlett Ian S. Hannah Eleanor Rathbone 
George Benson AV eg LS George Reakes 
Crewe Robert Boothby Quintin Hoge Wilfrid Roberts 
Lytton W.J,, Brown T.L. Horabin Waldron Smithers 
Cecil Leslie Burgin Austin Hudson Reginald Sorensen 
George Cicester H.W. Burton G.W.H. Jones: Alec Spearman 
ade Chelmsford W. Craven-Ellis Denis Kendall Murray F. Sueter 
Geof ng London Clement Davies Stephen King-Hall Ivor Thomas 
Michael 5t.,Albans George Doland 0. Locker=Lampson James Walker 
Davies John Dugdale P.C. Loftus Mrs. Beatrice 
Denman G.S. Elliston Geoffrey le M. Mander Wright 
Gorell D. Owen Evans John Martin Cecil H. Wilson 
Huntingdon Francis Freemantle John Mayhew Graham White 
Vansittart Robert Gower John S..Mellor HU. Willink 
Wedgwood Fred Messer J A.C. Wright 





Robert Young 
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Dear Dr. Schonfeld, 
: oe Please refer to your letter VNM/S/P 
ix 
<I of March 6th enclosing a memorandum on your 
1th UY. 
. Wn. Ran deAA | proposed mission to Turkey. 
z As you are of course aware the ques- 
Z tion of refugees who have escaped and are 
Z escaping from Nazi-occupied Europe into and 
LJ 
" through Turkey is one of great delicacy. 
Y 
= We are at present in consultation with 
_ Copy to: H.M. Ambassador at Angora as to the best 
9 | Colonial Office, measures to be taken to get full co-opera- 
"ss (Mr. Boyd) . 
tion hy the Turkish Government with the 
© 
é Jewish Agency in helping refugees in 
8 8 masl~ 
- ; ; 
O transit to Palestine. We #it-1 consult the 
Zz. 


Ambassador as to whether he considers such 
a mission as you suggest would have any 
practical value and might not indeed 


hinder the work which the Jewish Agency are 


Pee rege do. Juclt ye ber ~ Wa ue he 


rL 







The measures which are suggested in 
the memorandum for the rescue and relief of 


refugees/ 





refugees in occupied Europe have been 
noted and will be considered by H.M.G in 
consultation with other Governments con- 
cerned. As you will have no doubt seen 
in the Press we are hoping to have an 
Anglo-American preliminary conference on 


refugees quite soon. 


at ef “2 
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COMMITTEE FOR RESCUING VICTIMS OF NAZI MASSACRES 





P= _. 86, AMHURST PARK, 


een 


ee LONDON, N.16. 
VNM/SS/RP _ 7th March, 1945 


Your Ref. W.5892/1315/48. 


A.W.Ge Randall, ESqe, 
Foreign Office, 


Se We de ‘ sp a 
ae 1? 49 


r) ft} ' 


— ’ 


Dear Mr. Randall, 


I thank you for yours of the l5Sth instant. 
I am fully aware of the efforts now being made by Helle 
Government, in consultation with other members of the 
United Nations, toorganise official rescue work on as 
wide a scale as possible. Our own object is to try and 
do what little could be achieved unofficially in the 
meantime, until such plans are complete. 


For your information, I have, on behalf of 
the Chief Rabbi, been in contact with both Lord 
Cranborne and Colonel Oliver Stanley concerning this 
rescue work,and we have been notified that H.M.Govern- 
ment is prepared to consider these cases sympathetically. 
You are no doubt aware of these negotiations. 


I do not see how such a mission could possibly 
interfere with the work which the Jewish Agency is 
trying to do, in bringing people to Palestine. If 
anything,any results should benefit the Jewish Agency's 
efforts. 


I note that you are in contact with the 
British Ambassador in Turkey on this matter. I hope 
that you have made yse of my suggestion that these 
matters be dealt with by cable, at our expense, and 
look forward to hearing further from you on this urgent 
matter. 


yours sincerely, 





(Rabbi br.s. Sthorfeld). 
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Transport of children to Palestine. 


Rey 4070/1515/48 Transmits copy of letter from Mr. Linton (Jewish 


Number Agency for Palestine) embodying text of cable from 
= Mr. Boyd | Jerusalem Office regarding provision of shipping to 
M Colonial Office)| Palestine and intervention with the Turkish suthoritie 
Mr. Randall Colonial Office are not attmacted by the proposal for 


Nea 5128/71/45 


Dated QGth March:1946 
Received 
in Revistry P1th March: 
1943 
W: Refugees 


sea transport but feel that no effort should be 
spared to increase transport facilities. Suggests 
therefore that Turkish suthorities be approached 
regarding availability of shipsing and possible 
expansion of railway service. Asks also that Foreign 
Office consider what can be done to expedite issue 

of transit visas for rail passengers. Copied 

Mr. Wood Ministry of War Transport and Mr. Marshall 
Admiralty. 
+4 


Lope Foaper. {EUTHMEOS. | 
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he Bapdinc’ Wales be Recor 
| 
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As so often happens, strategic or urgent commercial 
priorities threaten to prevent the carrying out of 
refugee plans. In the present instance the political 
interes¢s¥are so important that I think the question 
must be carefully weighed and a decision obtained from 
_higher authority. The position briefly is that in 


: (How disposed. of.) 
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— | \ ¥ A -¥ 2 
Alle } = order to meet intense criticism of inactivity in regard 
Vos ~ W lord. to refugees, H.11.G. volunteered: to remove first pore 
| > . “~**.4,500 Bulgarien Jewish women and children, and theh‘wp 
| q to 29,000 Jewish women ahd children from various other 
Tok ? aH west Central and South-Eastern countries to Palestine. 


This practical measure of rescue made a considerable 
appeal in this country, and we can put it to our credit 
in our difficult discussions with the United States, 
whose full co-operation over refugee questions we are 
trying hard to obtain. There is no such other 
substantial contribution to an alleviation of the 
refugee problem that can be offered anywhere else, and 
rom the point of view of our prestige and relations 

with American and British Jews and their sympathisers 
_| any kaa abandonment of either project would, I think, be 
2°! disastrous. So, although we can make enquiries of 

Angora regarding sea transport (as to which both the 

c Admiralty and Ministry of War Transport have serious 
AN \ 4] misgivings), I would do this without very much hope, 
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eh Wee and think we should straight away warn H.M. Ambassador 
3/s “t o\0) lat Angora of the extreme undesirability of reconsidering 
IEE : ithe projects of rescue which were authorised by the 
Next Paper. War Cabinet and announced by the Colonial Office, much 


to the satisfaction afd relief of Jewish circles. 
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RES 
Van f Military Branch, 

Admiralty, S.W.-l. 
TE a arene 


Nw" 4 13th March, 1943, 


6 coe iro oes eee ja sat f Wes. 
Cory ’ , “e//t-- 


Will you please refer to your letter W4070/1315/48 
of the 13th March to Boyd concerning the Jewish Refugee 
problem in which you enclose a draft telegram to Ankara. 


; * 


Dear Randall, 


Le We are considering the question of safe conducts 

for shipping to ease the problem but in view of the 

many difficulties which arise, we would prefer to have your 
telegram altered as follows:- 


i. include sub.para.(a) of para.2. in the body of 
para.2. itself. 

ii. delete sub.para., 2(b) and replace by para.3. as 
follows:- 


Possibility of granting safe conducts to shipping 
which may involve naval and political difficulties 
is being investigated since it is essential that 
we should leave no opportunity untried of getting 
scheme working on largest possible scale. It 
would, therefore, be of assistance if you will 
report what prospects Jewish Agency see of 
obtaining tonnage, bearing in mind that safe 
conducts for numbers of small vessels may raise 
serious difficulties. 


Oe I suggest the above in view of the fact that if 
we agree to safe conduct we should probably require to 
stipulate that only large vessels should be used in 
order to cut down the operational problems involved 
and we should not be anxious to have large numbers of 
small steamers sailing under safe conduct in a “sink 
at sight area." 


A.W.G.Randall Esq., Bewcee 
Foreign Office, } 
S.W.l. é 








4. I am sending copies of this letter to Boyd 
and Wood. 


Yours sincerely, 


Wy anh if 
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Despatched M. 


Your telegram No. 495 Loft March 6th: 





transit of Jewish refugees across Turkey to 
Palestine/, Paragraph 3. 

It is impossible to reconsider or abandon 
principle of moving Jewish women and children 
from German-occupied Europe to Palestine, in 
accordance with plan announced by H.M.G. This 
has received widest publicity as most substan- 
tial and striking contribution H.M.G.. can offer 
to solution of refugee problem, and failure to 
carry it out without overwhelming justification 
would seriously prejudice H.M.G.'s prestige 
among Jews everywhere and also our hopes of 
better co-operation with United States Govern- 
ment over refugee questions. 

2. Difficulties of rail transport for 
large stream in particular are fully recognised, 
but in view of important considerations 
mentioned above I should be glad if you would 


7 weigh the possibilities of getting a 
maximum passage of refugees over 


Turkish railways, even if this means 
laying ourselves open to Turkish 
requests for additional assistance, 
~ and Jeontettr-ads ustment—of strategic 
Phcn Baits gs wt OR As 
2 Cy report rs il prospect of sea transport 
which Jewish Agency, realising 
limitations of railways, have proposed. 


This/ 






This would entail safe-conduct, and naval and 
politica] difficulties are likely to be 
considerable. But I would look into these if 
iw 8, Hy, seattle 
you would inform me #@es there are satereterrh is Cen Gn 


steamers available for the purpose (giving 
JP fem 6 bg E bap tre Png 


details of nationality, and seaworthiness) to pesiemsen Ceptaty 


make it worth while to pursue project. It is 
essential that we should leave no opportunity 


untried of getting the scheme working homme = 


Langasi—porsthie—comtes! by land and S@@e 
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75113/71/43. O & March, 1943, 


Dear Randall, 


Thank you for your letter 

No. W 3237/1315/48 of the 2nd March, with 
which you sent me copy of one from the Jewish 
Agency suggesting that arrangements should be 
made through the Swiss Government and the 
International Red Cross for a safe-conduct for 
steamers to take the Jewish children from the 
Balkans to Palestine. 


Sion your letter arrived Linton 
has sent me a copy of a cable from the Agency's 
Jerusalem Office in which they ask that 
Government should provide neutral ships for 
the transport of the refugees from Bulgaria and 
Turkey to Palestine or neutral ships thence to 
Mersina and Allied ships from Mersina to 
Palestine. I enclose a copy of this letter. 


One of the advantages which I think 
we all saw in the Bulgarian scheme was that 
the refugees would be able to travel overland 
to their destination, and we are not much 
attracted by this new project for sea transport, 
which will obviously be fraught with many 
difficulties. On the other hand, once it is 
generally realised how slow is likely to be the 
process of getting parties of emigrants through 
Bulgaria and Turkey by rail, we shall be 
subjected to intense pressure from the Agency 
and their sympathisers for the organisation of 
sea transport. We feel therefore that no 
effort should be spared to increase the 
transport facilities required to give effect 
to the new emigration eee nens one we welcome 


A.W.G. RANDALL, ESQ. ,0.3B.E. : your / 








your suggestion that enquiries should be 
made of the authorities tin Turkey about the 
availability of the steamers and their 
nationality and sea-worthiness. 


The Agency have already been 
impressing on us the undesirability of prolonged 
delay in getting the parties of children away 
from the Balkan countries, and we have had to 
tell them that we were approaching the Foreign 
Office in order to see whether anything can be 
done, through the Ambassador at Ankara, to 
expand the existing railway services in Turkey. 
We realise that a favourable response by the 
Turks to this proposal might well be 
accompanied by a request for assistance from 
His Majesty's Government towards the provision 
of additional rolling stock and fuel supplies 
for their railway, and this would no doubt 
have to be taken up with the competent 
authorities. In the meantime, however, we 
feel the first essential is that enquiries 
should be instituted in Turkey not only as to 
the availability etc. of local steamers but 
also as regards the possibility of an expansion 
of the railway service for the transport of the 
refugees, and we should be grateful if these 
questions could be taken up urgently with the 
Ambassador at Ankara. 


Perhaps you would also consider what 
can be done as regards the question raised in 
the second part of the telegram from Jerusalem 
quoted in Linton's letter about the expediting 
of the issue of transit visas for the 
passengers by rail. 


I/ 








T am sending copies of this letter 
to Wood at the Ministry of War Transport and 
to Marshall at the Admiralty. 


Yours sincerely, 





COPY. 
"3 JEWISH AGENCY FOR PALESTINE 
77, Great Russell Street, 
London, W.C.1. 
| 4th March, 1945. 
E.B.Boyd, Hsq.,C.M.Ge, 


Colonial Office, | 
Downing sedi S.Wel. 
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bd Peer ps ik a. vie to expediting 
the grant of transit visas “to children 
and accompanyin gaults ravelling to 
Palestine by ‘the route: - 


"URGE GOVERNMENT PROVIDE NEUTRAL 
SHIPS TRANSPORT REFUGEES FROM 
BULGARIA AND TURKEY TO PALESTINE 
OR NEUTRAL SHIPS THENCE TO MERSINA 
AND ALLIED SHIPS FROM MERSINA TO 
PALESTINE STOP UNLESS SPECIAL 
SHIPS PROVIDED LITTLE PROSPECT GET 
REFUGEES AWAY AS MAXIMUM RAIL. 
FACILITIES TURKEY 130 PER WEEK 
AND THIS NECESSITATES TURKISH 
TRANSIT VISAS STOP ALSO REQUEST 
GOVERNMENT INTERVENE TURKEY VIEW 


EX PEDITING/ 
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Your telegram No. 495 /of March 6th: 


Huges sitransit of Jewish refugees across Turkey to 


ANGORA. 


Telegram. 


Bo.2 | 


Cypher. 
Kor 


hoy 16 


Concurred in by: 
Mr. Boyd (C.0.) 


eee 
Mr. F.g. BZoomfield 
(M/War Transport). 


Mr. Marshall, 
(Admiralty). 


Palestine7/, Paragraph 3. 

It is impossible to reconsider or abandon 
principle of moving Jewish women and children 
from German-occupied Europe to Palestine, in 
accordance with plan announced by H.M.G. This 
has received widest publicity as most substan- 
tial and striking contribution H.M.G. can offer 
to solution of refugee problem, and failure to 
carry it out without overwhelming justification 
would seriously prejudice H.M.G.'s prestige 
among Jews everywhere and also our hopes of 
better co-operation with United States Govern- 
ment over refugee questions. 

2. Difficulties of rail transport for 
large stream in particular are fully recognised, 
but in view of dunset eek “ncnntderations 
mentioned above I should be glad if you would 
weigh the possibilities of getting a maximum 
passage of refugees over Turkish railways, even 
if this mesons laying ourselves open to Turkish 
requests for additional assistance and 
necessitates a certain concession of priority to 
refugee requirements. 

3. Please also report to me prospect of 
sea transport which Jewish Agency, realising 
limitations of railways, have proposed. This 
would entail safe-conduct, and naval and 
political difficulties arelikely to be 


considerable/ 


considerable. But I would look into these if 





you would inform me whether there are any 

steamers available for the purpose (giving 

details of nationality, passenger capacity and 
seaworthiness) to make it worth while to 

pursue project. It is essential that we should 
leave no opportunity untried of getting the sch@me 


working by land and sea, 
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Registry < transport of refugees from Turkey to Palestine. 

veo 4351/1315/48 Refers Foreign Office letter of llth March 

Mee sa ; (W 5846/1 515/48). Transmits text of cable received 

Mr. Linton from representative of Jewish Agency in Angora 
Jewish sgency Lor reporting that his main difficulty is the question 
plestine) to Mr. of rail transport, and asks that if this point has 
Randall not been already included Foreign Office instruct 
Dated Oth March:1943 Angora to make the matter up. 
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OUTWARD TELEGRAM 


[This Document is the Property of His Britannic Majesty’s Government, and should be 





kept under Lock and Key. | 


W 4696/1315/48 


[CODE]  . DEPARTMENTAL NO.1. 
FROM FOREIGN OFFICE TO ANGORA 
a EELS LU ANGORA 

NOe 459 De 9.15 p.m. 50th March 1943. 





SOth March 1943, 


Repeated to Berne No. 1247 
Jerusalem 


ee ie Ws 4 
IMMEDIATE 
My telegram No. 889 [of 16th iiarech: transport 
of children to Palestine]. 
Please telegraph how matter stands in relation 


to both sea and rail transport. 








ON Tw PIN MTT nyD10n 


Que JEWISH AGENCY FOR PALESTINE) 





— — © 
oe 
TELEPHONE: MUSEUM 3815 (6 uINnes). vW 8 5 


TELEGRAMS: ““ ZIONIBURO. LONDON." 77 |W FIO STREE ‘ 


—_—_— 


CODES: BENTLEY'S ano MOSSE’'S. 


LONDON, W.1 


In reply please address the Secretary ; | j MARK k 1943 


and quote the following Reference No.: 





A.W.G. Randall, Esq., 
Foreign Office, 
Downing Street, S.' 


Te ae 


Thankyou very much for your letter of the 
llth. We very much appreciate the action you have 
taken with the Ankara Embassy. 


We have since received the following cable 
from Ankara: 


"MAIN DIFFICULTY TRANSPORT AS EXIT TRANSIT 
PERMITTED STOP NEGOTIATING SHIPPING BUT UNCERTAIN 
BECAUSE OUR PEOPLE SO FAR UNALLOWED TRAVEL EMBAR- 
KATION PLACES TWO REGARDING RAILTRANSPORT ASKED 
ALLOW AT LEAST WEEKLY gps SOFIA BUCAREST BUDA- 
PEST ONE S ARRTABS Ea UNDERSTAND EMBASSY 
REFERRED MATTER Me Ceceeceusted ae ENT VIEW 
ACCELERATING FAVOURABLE REPLY THREE NO NEED ASK 
MODIFICATION FINANCE REGULATIONS AS ENDFAVOURING 
ARRANGE MATTER LOCALLY TILL ISTANBUL WHILE FARES 
FURTHER ROUTE ARBANGEABLE BASIS EXISTING REGULA- 
TIONS o* 





The main point seems to be that dealing 
with rail facilities. If the cable you have sent to 
Ankara does not cover this point, may we ask that 
this matter may be taken up? 
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subject should be addressed to ‘:— | 
The Director of Sea Transport, BERKELEY Set ARE HovusE 
Ee Te, ay 


and the following number quoted :— 
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Any further communication on this MINISTRY 





(address as opposite) 
PARKARRR SAOHS, 
eee — 


Me ALT Lonpon, W.1. 


VT 


S.T./GEN. 2. 





16th. March 1943. 
Dear Henderson, 


Please refer to Randall's letter, W 4070/1315/48 
of 13th. March to Boyd, enclosing a draft telegram to Angora 
on the proposed movement of Jewish children from the Balkans. 


As I informed you on the telephone, we consider 
that Turkish vessels are the only neutrals which could carry 
the children without transhipment, and we doubt whether there 
are any Turkish passenger vessels which could lift large 
numbers of children. It would seem, therefore, that the 
children would have to be sent by train across Turkey or in 
small numbers in small vessels. The latter would involve 
great difficulties in obtaining safe conducts. 


We would prefer to alter paragraph 2(b) of the 
telegram as follows:- 


p.2. line 4 —- replace "that there are sufficient" 
by "Whether there are any" 
line 6 - insert "passenger capacity" 
efter "nationality" 
lines 9 & 10 delete "on the largest possible scale" 


IT am sending copies of this letter to Boyd 
(Colonial Office) and Marshall (Admiralty). 


Yours sincerely, ay 
a 
i/ & 
I ° L. Henders On ; Esq “4 (2 oor ra 
Refugees DedDt., ,~ ~~ 
Foreign Office, ; 
LONDON. S. W. 1. 
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) ceased __ MAR 1945. 


Dear Henderson, 





I enclose a copy of a letter 
from Linton forwarding a copy of 
yr a telegram from Barlas about the 

Simplification of identification 

and visa procedure in connexion 

with immigration to Palestine 

from Balkan countries and transport 

arrangements. deeply capac eclonr> 

telegram No. 31h of the 2nd March 
to Ankara (repeated to Jenni aa 
refers to the first question and 

& telegram has just gone to Ankara 

about transport oe 

(Randall's letter of th 

13th March (W,070/1315/48) refers). 


We shall be glad to know 
whether you see any objection to 
Linton being informed that, as 
regards identification and visa 

procedure, 








yr vr 


proceéaure, the Embassy at 
Ankara were asked early this 
month *sel-takei map this’ question 
in consultation with Jerusalem 
and that it may be some time 
before a decision is reached; 
and that, as regards transport 
arrangements, this question is 
being taken up as a matter of 
urgency s 


Yours sincerely, 


Stee | 


eo 
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transport of Jewish refugees from Turkey to Palestine. 


Transmits copy of cable received from | 
Istanbul informing that Turkish attitude re transit 
of refugees is sympathetic in principle, but that 
His Majesty's Embassy should be empowered to act 
without referring each case to London. The United 
States authorities will help only after British 
official intervention. 
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: THE JEWISH AGENCY FOR PALESTINE. 
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Copes: BENTLEY'S ano MOSSE'S. DON, W.C.1. 





TELEPHONE: MUSEUM 3815 (6 LINES). 





In reply please address the Secretary: 


| and quote the following Reference No.: 


A.W,.G.Randall, Esq, 
The Foreign Office, 19th March, 1943. 
S.Wel. | 


Dear Alec, 


We have just received the following cable from our representative 





at Istanbul: 


After meeting authorities concerned our conclusion is that 
Turkish attitude re transit refugees is sympathetic in principle. 
Overcoming great difficulties possible only by British active 
help. Imperative empower Embassy deal with matters urgently 

on their own initiative without referring each proposal london. 
Otherwise scheme becomes pure gesture unrealisable, Americans 
ready to help only after British official intervention. 


Yours, 


LR Neasuien. 
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Mr, Sterndale Bennet (il 2/1815/ 48) . The pr obi em is “not aa posse — 
Angora Sat “pronounced anti-Jewish feeling makes it useless 


569 to expect Turkish wov rernment to accept refugess. 
Advises against grant of fac flities for a mission. 
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See Sir H. Knatchbull-Hugessens [grp. undec. ? despatch 


No. 509. | 
Problem is not financial. Pronounced anti-Jewish feeling 
coupled with the acute economic situation makes it useless 
to expect the Turkish Government to accept Jewish refugees 
Aor residence in Turkey whether in camps or elsewhere. 
oe inst erant 
6f facilities for a mission which in my view would be ill 
received and may react unfavourably on present work of 
Jewish agency here in arranging transit of refugees. 
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Rabbi. Dr. 5S. 
Schonfeld. 

Dear Dr. Schonfeld, 

We € hi. Please refer to your letter VNM/SS/RP 

(From Mr. Rendell Mis Ran dsl 

of 17th March about your suggestion that 

A 
an unofficial mission should go to Turkey 


on behalf of refugees. 


We have every sympathy with any 


IN THIS MARGIN. 


sSugrestion for improving the lot of these 
unfortunate people and at once telegraphed 
to Angora to learn the views of the 
Embassy. We have now heard from then, 
however, that, in view of the stringent 


economic position, the despatch of an 
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unofficial mission to Turkey at this 
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Dear Randall, 


I refer to the correspondence under your reference W.4070/1315/48 
concerning the transport problems arising from the proposal to carry 
refugee Jews from the Balkans to Palestine. 


As I informed you in my letter of 15th March, we were 
considering the question of safe conducts ror shipping, and I uave 
now obtained the views of the departments interestyl which are as 
follows: - 


(1) As we already have a large number of safe conduct 
commitments in the Bastern Mediterranean, and since every additional 
safe conduct increases our operationel problems and causes further 
denger to our submarines, we would much prefer that every endeavour 
should be made to arrange expansion of the railway services in Turkey. 





(2) If no satisfactory improvement in railway services can be 
arranged, we would be prepared to consider the grant of safe conduct 
for passage by sea, subject to the usual safe conduct conditions 
concerning routing, markings, illumination, reporting of position 
by wireless and notice of sailing. 


(3) In the event of safe conduct being granted, I am afraid 
we cen only agree to neutral vessels and neutral crews sailing to 
Haifa or any other Palestine port. 


(4) We could not agree to safe conducts for a number of vessels 
but would require to limit our agreement to one or two large vessels. 
I appreciate that this condition may raise difficulties in the event 
of the only available vessels being smail Turkish steamers. 
Nevertheless, it is so important to restrict the number of safe 
conducts which we grant that we cannot depart from this condition. 

A further point, of course, is that were we to agree to the safe 
conducts for a large number of Turkish steamers, we should probably 
be faced with extremely embarrassing renewed demands by the Greeks 


AeoWeGe Randall, isSQe 3 O.Belbe : for eeees 
Foreign Office, S.W.l-. 





for permission to use large numbers of small vessels to feed 
the Greek islands. 


(5) We do not mind whether one vessel makes the entire 
voyage from Bulgaria to Palestine, or whether one vessel should 
proceed to Smyrna or Mersina, where one other neutral vessel with 
a neutral crew could complete the carriage of the refugees to 
Palestine. The main consideration is that only a neutral vessel, 
manned by a nevtral crew, can be permitted to enter Palestine 


ports. 


I am sending copies of this letter to Boyd and to Broomfield. 


Yours sincerely, 


Wray 
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THE JEWISH AGENCY FOR PALESTINE. 
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TELEPHONE: MUSEUM 3815 (é tines). ‘ De Pi a 
TELEGRAMS: - ZIONIBURO. LONDON.” ey: GREAT RUSSELL STREET. 
CooveEs: BENTLEY'S ano MOSSE'S. LONDON WC. 
In reply please address the Secretary : 13 th April 1943, 
2 , 
and quote the following Reference No. : / / yf f tema gat | y } 
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A.W.G. Randall, “sqe, (i 4 sili ey 


Foreign Office, ' a, . 7 py Pe 
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Whitehall, S.W.1l. | tC ad ed 1 


Dear Mr. Randall, : " & ‘ga & 


Ney SP 
You were good enough to tell me e: itch Lith 
that you were in touch with H.W. Ambassador in Ankara 
regarding our request for his assistance in establish 
ing a ralestine Office of the Jewish Agency in Turkey 
to deal with the arrangements for immigrants to Pal- 


estine coming from the Balkans etc. Could -you 
kindly let me know how far the matter has progressed? 
» 
Vv 


fours sincerely, 


es 


cm, 
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| . Communications on this subject 
, be addressed to :— 


“p 
E UNDER-SECRETARY OF COLONIAL OFFICE, 
DOWNING STI., 








and the following number quoted : 


S.W.1. 








7031/44/43. 
Your REFERENCE We HE 36/1. OL 5/ 


[8 9341 


S 

I am directe 7 
Colonel Oliver Stanley to acknowledge 
the receipt of Foreign Office letter 
of the 27th of March, and to request 
you to inform Mr. Secretary Eden 
that he concurs in the terms of the 
draft of the letter which it is 
proposed to address to Rabbi 
Dre S. Schonfeld regarding his 
SuggeSting for an unoffical mission 
to Turkey on behalf of refugees. 





Sir, 





I an, 
Di?P, 
Your most obedient servant, 


7p DO 2 a 
\/ oo 


THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE, 
FOREIGN OFFICE. 
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Transit of Bulgarian Jewish children throu Turkey. 
Gives gist of two telegram s received from 

Mr. Barlas, informing that Turkish authorities 

have agreed to allow the Bulgarian children to 

proceed without waiting for the children 

detained in Roumania, and that Mr. Baruch has bem 


replaced by Mr. Joseph Guéron, ex-preaident of the 
Jewish Consistoire. 
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(12 MAY 194% 
Mac ft, Spe ha — 


We have to-day received two cables from Mr. 
Barlas, giving the following information: 


and quote the following Reference No.: 





I.L. Henderson, Esq., 
Foreign Office, 
Whitehall, S.V.1. 


The Turkish Authorities have agreed to pro- 
ceed with the arrangements for the children in 
Bulgaria without waiting for the group of some 70 
children who have been detained in Roumania (the 
balance of the 270 from Hungary and Rovwmania). The 
Roumanian group will be dealt with separately when 
the obstacles in the way of their departure have 
been removed. The Turkish Consul in Sofia is to- 
day being authorised by cable to grant visas to 
the first group of 50 children. In consultation 
with the British Embassy at Ankara, a plan has been 
elaborated, and agreed to by the Turkish Authori- 
ties, for future groups of children at the rate of 
75 every ten days. 


Mr. Barlas further cables that Mr. Baruch 
has been discharged by “his authorities", and that 
Mr. Joseph Gueron, an ex-president of the Jewish 
Consistoire, has been appointed in his stead. 


/I 








I suppose that "his authorities" means 
the Bulgarian Government. 


Mr. Barlas desires me to notify the 
Foreign Office of Mr. Guéron's appointment. 


Yn 
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TELEPHONE: MUSEUM 3815 (6 LINES). 


TELEGRAMS: ZIONIBURO,. LONDON." 77. GREAT RUSSELL STREET. 


CODES: BENTLEY'S ano MOSSE’'S. 


LONDON. W.C.1. 


In reply please address the Secretary: 


19th May, 1943. 


and quote the following Reference No.: 


ee ad 


W itt 
ee 


20 MAY 1945 


We have received the following telegram 
from Mr. Shertok in Jerusalem: 






v 


A.WeGe Randall, Esqe, 
Foreign Office, 
Whitehall, S.W.l. 





Dear Mr. Randall, 


"Deeply worried lack effective action 
secure shipping for Balkan refugses. Believe 
highest British authorities sincerely anxious 
assist salvation Jews measure possibility but 
present position is even limited help announced 
Commons under White Paper not materialising we 
cannot resist impression utter inconsistency 
public declarations and actual steps taken. 
Understand Ankara imbassy merely examining sea- 
worthiness ships indicated by Turkish companies 
whereas essential should approach Turkish Govern 
ment for instructions permitting ships proceed 
requisite destinations. According our informa- 
tion Turkish authorities will respond if ap- 
proached officially by British. Urge Foreign 
Office advise Ankara accordingly otherwise ac- 
tively explore all possibilities." 


I am not quite sure what the phrase "where- 
jas 








as essential should approach Turkish Government 
for instructions permitting ships proceed re- 
quisite destinations" means, ami perhaps we should 
not ask Jerusalem to cable an explanation en clair. 
It may refer to Turkish ships, or to ships under 
other flags for which special permission from the 
Turkish Government may be necessary. 


I understand that Namier is seeing you on 
Thursday, and he will probably raise this matter 
with you then. 


Yours sincerely, 


On 


Vaasa 


Je inton. 
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transmits extract from Jewish Telegraphic agency 

| Dulletin about deportations fran Sofia. 

received enquiry fron Mr. Barlas regarding selection 
or children by M. Gheron instead of by M. Baruch, 

or by Bulgarian Government, and has replied that the 


Has 


children must be got out as quickly as possible. 
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Extract from the Daily New Bulletin. 28 «5.43. 


FORCED LABOUR FOR ALL JiWS IN BULGARIA: LAST JEWS 1 LEAVE 
SOFIA ON JUNE 7th. : | 


zurich, May 27th. (Jewish Telegraphic Agency). 


While the forced evacuation of Jews from Sofia is 
being carried out with the utmost rigidity, a new decree has 
been issued by the Minister of the Interior, M. Grabovsky, 
ordering that all able-bodied Jews throughout Bulgaria are 
to be mobilsed for slave labour, it was stated in a German 
broadcast. 

Details of the expulsion of the Jews from Sofia, 
were revealed in a broaceast from Budapest. On Saturday 
the Government department dealing with the Jewish question 
ordered all Jews in Sofia to report within three days, with 
small luggage, for transport tq .the interior of the cowtry. 
The last Jews will leave Sofia on June 7th. They will be 
taken to special camps established in various parts of the 
country. About 3,000, mostly those who are married to non- 
Jews, will be allowed to remain in Sofia. 

According to the Bratislava newspaper "Grenzbote", 
669 Jewish families, numbering 1,929 pmople, have already 


been transported from Sofia to the provinces between September , 
1942 and March 1943, Jewish accounts amounting to 50,000,000 


levas have been blocked. As a result of this deportation, 
400 Jewish dwellings have been vacated, and were handed over 
by the Jewish Commissariet to Bulgarian officials. 

Th per also reports that during the last few 
weeks Jews shopping in Sofia were frequently attacked by 
members of the patriotie organisations and chased through 
the streets. 
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TELEPHONE: MUSEUM 3815 (6 LINES). 
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In reply please address the Secretary : 28th May, 1943 e 
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and quote the following Reference No.: 





SOURIS Si ae na ‘4 
I.L. Henderson, Esq., | | 
Foreign Office, 

Downing Street, S..1. : 


we A TSn ; ot MAY [948 | 


I attach an extract from the J.T.A. Bulle- 
tin about the deportations from Sofia, which I men- 
tioned to you this morning on the telephone. 
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We have received a cable from Barlas-to the 
effect that the Turkish Foreign Office has given 
instructions to its consuls to grant transit visas 
for groups of 75 children every ten days. The Turk= 
ish authorities are also prepared to authorised vi- 
sas for sea transport if and when such accommodation 
becomes available. The first group of Bulgarian 
children has already been approvede In accordance 
with the instructions (presumably of the Turkish 
authorities) transit arrangements are to be made in 
surn for groups from Sofia, Budapest and Bucarest. 
The problem of the endorsement to be given by the 
Swiss Consuls has been settled satisfactorily, and 
the Turkish authorities notified of the procedure. 


Barlas goes on to say that the question of 
the selection of the children in Sofia is still 
unsettled, and thus the plan outlined above remains 


unworkable. He asks whether any reply has been 
/received 








received regarding the proposal that the children 

should be selected by M. Gueron, and whether the 

alternative proposal (i.e. that the Bulgarians 

we themselves select the children) eermeeepe 1W24 / 
y: I have replied in the affirmative, ad- 

ding that the main consideration in all these 

arrangements should be to get as many children 

ag possible out as quickly as possible. 
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Transmits text of Geneva teler 52a of 17th June, 


TELEGRAM FROM With message from Mr. R. Lichthein ae Towich Agency 
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Mr. Norton : for Palestine on the situation of Jews in Occupied 
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Sth June, 19456 
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Following from His Majesty's Consul-General Geneva 
lioe 152 A of June 17th. 





Following from Lichthein for Jewish Agency for Palestine, 
Londone 


(Begins): Thanks for your cable confirming my message. iiean- 
while the situation has become still more serious especially in 
Bulgaria where neither transit nor exit of Jews allowed. 
Deportation of Fildermenn to Transnistria also indicates the 
ageravation of the Jewish position in Roumenia. Deportations 
from Holland continue. We are trying te help seme 100 fanilies 
by letters confirming their registration fer innigration te 
Palestine. Se far the letters have had some effect but uncertain 
fer how leng. Believed the number of Jews deperted from Holland 
prebably ever 80,000 and from Belgium 20,000, The best means for 
he Jews te save their lives in Western countries would be for 
these remaining in Peland to place the children with Gentiles and 
to disappear amongst the Gentiles, This is done on considerable 
scale in I'rence, Helland and belgium where the population is help- 
fule For maintenance of hidden people, large amounts are 
necessary but difficult te ebtaing According to repert from Red 
Cress delegate new travelling in the Balkans, out ef 99,000 Jews 
previously in Slevakia, enly 5,000 left of whem 1,500 are in 
labour campse All the others were deperted mainly te Peland 
and the rest in Upper Silesia and Therezine Ile news of deperted 
people available except from labew camps Birkeneu, Upper Silesia. 
Please inferm New Yerk and Jerusalem. (lJinds). 
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Slet June, 1943. 
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W 9059/40/48 


Dear Mr. Linton, 
2h parang 
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: . eeee Cece ae , 
on eo 000 and these from Belgiun 
20,000. is pts oervlh that the best means whereby 
the Jews in Western countries usy save their lives 
pr tll ct Ped 8g ty Rape og 
latter, the pepalstion yg teagan the 

ation lland, Belgium and 
France being helpful, this ia done on a considerable 
Lares ere necessery for the maintenence * 
of sueh hidden but they are difficult to 
obtain. t from a Red Crosa dele now 
 travelli Belkens states that 6,000 (or 
wom 1,500 are canps) are left. of the 
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In reply please address the Secretary: 


28th June, 1943. 
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<< Wet 


and quote the following Reference No. : . 7 
; ss } . of as 
Jo $7 j 3 be & G 
I.L. Henderson, Esq.j 
Foreign Office, 
Whit ehal 1 9 S o We le 


Very many thanks for your letter of 
the 2lst June, transmitting a message from 
Mr. Lichtheim in Geneva. 


Nw in AL 


We are most grateful to you for trans- 
mitting this message: communication with Geneva 
is of very great value to us in our work. 
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A. Walker, Esq aS f wo, 9 5 1 7 


Foreign Office, 
Whitehall, S.W.1. 








30 JUN 1942 | 


Baw [Ct corey, 


Ve have just received a cable from 
Barlas, with a request that copies of the lists 
h have been sent to 


£8 
Berne should also be sent to H.M. Embassy in 


of Zionist veterans etc. whic 


Ankara. I assume that Barlas may be able™to do 
something frém Turkegs to help these people. We 
should be WO™ grateful if that could possibly be 


* 


done. 3s 


With Many th anks : 
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ts for Jews wishing to leave Bulgaria : 

| 4. 5 4 - m= 3 + 1 fy on4c0 '30/48) 

Refers to his letter of 5th July \(" 9819/50/40). 

“further cable from lir. Barlas states that His 
Majesty's Embassy, Angora, should receive definite 












Henderson instructions as otherwise all efforts to save these 
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In reply please address the Secretary: 


and quote the following Reference No.: 
IL/RSt 


IL. Henderson, Esq., 
Foreign Office, ; 
Whitehall, S.W.l. = 


I wrote-to you on the 5th July about the 
suggestion made by Mr. Barlas for the use of a 
local boat in connection with the written con- 
firmation he had received from the Sofia 
authorities that 1000 emigrants would be granted 
exit permits provided sea-transport could be 
arranged within one month, 


9th July * 1943. 


W# 10108 


: 





SUE JO4z 


A further cable received this morning 
from Mr. Barlas states that the Embassy is await- 
ing a reply from the Foreign Office, Mr. Barles 
adds that it is urgent that the Embassy should 
receive definite instructions, otherwise all 
efforts to save these people may be too late. 
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76021/43 2s August, 1943. | 
196 AUG 1945 | 

_ RP 


Dear Randall, | 


Please refer to telegram No.738 
of the 12th July to Jerusalem, setting 
out the new policy with regard to the 
admission to Palestine of Jews who may 
Succeed in escaping to Turkey. 


We think that it should be made 
quite clear now what is to happen to 
those Jews who fail to pass the 
preliminary security check in Turkey. 
We cannot contemplate that they should 
be sent back to enemy countries and 
the only alternative is that they 
should be sent on to Palestine. TO 
that end I enclose a draft of a 
telegram to the High Commissioner, 
repeating to Minister of State, Cairo, 
and Ankara, and I should be glad to 
know whether you concur in its termse 


’ Yours sincerely 


Sbkdoee 


A.W&- RANDALL, HdDQe O.- Bebe 
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WAraust 1943, 


Dear Boyd, 

Would you please refer to your 
letter No. 76021/43 of 25th August about 
the admission to Palestine of Jews who 
may have escaped Turkey. 

We agree with the arguments put 
forward in your letter and concur with 
the terms of the telegram which you 


propose to send to the High Commissioner, 


Yours sincerely, 
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i have had under consideration the question of the 
dispesal of Jews who may feil to pass preliminary security 
check in Turkey, and ean see no alternative other than to 
ask you to receive them in Palestine, re-examine them on 
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the necessary securi es 
journey to Palestine. 
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| Mr. Linton of the Jewish Agency enguired 
| whether we should be willing to authorise our 
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| Embassy at Angora to allow Mr. Barlas to compare 

| His lists of Jewish veterans with those in the 
EmbassysS possession. He might ,if the opportunity 

| presented itself, do something to help any of these 

| people to escape via the Balkans. 


| Mr- Linton thought there should be no ob jectia 


to this as the names of the veterans had already 
been communicated to the Germans through the Swiss. 
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[Cypher] | DEPARTMENTAL No. 1. 


FROM FOREIGN OFFICE TO ANGORA 


No. 12/72 | 
7th September, 1943. D. 1.55 pem 7th September, 1925. 


The Jewish Agency here have enquired whether Barlas may 
be allowed to compare his lists of Zionist veterans etc. with 
those which, according to the High Commissioner's telegram 
No. 741 of the 12th July to the Colonial Office-( a copy of 
which was sent to you), should be in your possession, ‘The 
Agency suggest that if the opportunity presented itself, 
Barlas might do something to help any of these people to 
escape through the Balkans. We feel that Barlas wishes to 
be in a position to obtain transit visas from the Turks for 
these refugees before they reach Turkey. We gathered some time 
ago from you that the Turks did not want to grant transit 
visas in this way, nor do we wish to press them to do 80. 
Nevertheless, subject to your views, we could raise no 
objection to compliance with the Agency's request. 
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Mepii—E JEWISH AGENCY FOR PALESTINE. 








o—»_ 2S ¢ ——--— 
Tevcern ONE: MUSEUM 3815 (e tines). 
TELEGRAMS: ~ ZIONIBURO, LONDON." 77. GREAT RUSSELL STREET. 
Copes: BENTLEY'S ano MOSSE’'S. LONDON. W.C.1. 
In reply please address the Secretary: 
eptenber 17th, 1943, 
and quote the following Reference No.: 
JL a os “4 
ee wea | 
L oJ es Se 
I.L. Henderson, Esqe, 
Foreign Office, 
Waitehall, S.Wel, (20 cep |944 


/ 
ene e Ler nrols. fn 


I enclose a copy of a cable from Goldin, who 
works with Barlas in Istanbul, 


It is possible that the list of veterans in 
Humgery has not yet reached Ankera from Jerusalem, 
We should be grateful if the British Passport Control 
Officer in Istanbul could be advised that Mr. Pali 
Link is on the list of those authorised for admission 
to Palestine, , 
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Enclosure, 
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COPY OF CABLE FROM BEYOGLU, 16.9.43 (recd. 17.9243) 
LINTON GREATRUSSELLSTR. 77 LONDON 

INFORMED LIST VETERAN ZIONISTS NOT ARRIVED YET stop 
PLEASE ASCERTAIN WHETHER PALI LINK AND FAMILY ALTO~ 


GETHER SIX PERSONS ARE ON LIST AND CONFIRM OFFICIALLY 


LOCAL BRITPASS THANKS 


JOSEPH GOLDIN. 
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= FROM FOREIGN OFFICE TO ANGORA. 


NO. 1386. D. 12.05 a.m. 5th October, 1943. 
th October, 1913. | | 


JJJJ 
SECRET. 


Telegram No. 1139 Secret from Palestine (Sir H. Maciichael) 
to Secretary of State Colenies ef September 1/th reads as 
folloews:- 


Begins:~ Your secret telegram No. 993 [of September 3rd 
admission te Palestine of Jews who escape te Turkey.j] No 
ebjection te the prepesed arrangements regarding the disposal of 
Jews who may fail to pass preliminary security check, 
| Ends. 


OTP. 
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Se ee gs ee ee 


Jewish veterans in the Salkans, 

| Transmits Copy Of cable received from “r. — 
Barlas, showing that the lists of Zionist veterans 
have not yet been received by Angora. Asks that 
Foreign Uffice grant his requeset that the Embaesy 
should use his lists. 
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TELEPHONE: MUSEUM 3815 (e tines). 


TELEGRAMS: ZIONIBURO. LONDON.” 


eee 77, GREAT RUSSELL STREET. 


Cooes BENTLEY'S ano MOSSE’'S. 
een ONDON. W.C. 1. 


In reply please address the Secretary: 


2ls$% September, 1945 _ 


and quote the following Reference No.: fe : rai {} ‘ 


’ 


I.L. Henderson, Esq., = 
Foreign Office, Lee SFP 1943 | 


Whitehall, S.W.l. 


ne Pen Sue, 


I enclose herewith a copy of a cable 
from Barlas, from which you will see that the 
lists of Zionist veterans etc. have not yet been 
received by the Embassy at Ankara. We should 
be very grateful if his request that the Embassy 
should use his lists, which are copies of those 
sent to London and submitted by us to you through 
the Colonial Office, could be granted. 


~~ 





It does seem, from the cables which 
Barlas has sent to us, that he hopes to be able 
to do something to help the people concerned. 
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COPY OF CABLE FROM BEYOGLU, 17.943 (recd.18.9.43) 


LINTON 77 GREATRUSSELL LONDON 
1001..-«YOURS 7/9 RE LIST VETERANS UNDERSTAND 
EMBASSY RECEIVED INSTRUCTIONS FOREIGN TO COMPARE 
LISTS WITH OURS STOP AS THEY HAVE NOT RECEIVED 
ANY LIST THIS IMPOSSIBLE STOP NECESSARY CLEAR 
INSTRUCTIONS MY LISTS BEING TRUE COPIES THOSE SENT 


TO LONDON OTHERWISE ACTION AGAIN DELAYED WIRE 


BARLAS 
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HIS Majesty’s Ambassador at Washington presents 


his compliments to His Majesty’s Principal Secretary of 





State for Foreign Affairs, and has the honour to transmit 
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WASHINGTON. 
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